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Embedded Assessment 2.2 Prewrite
BRAINSTORMING & GROUP PLANNING

Group Member Name Contact Information (ex.phone
number)

BRAINSTORM:Part of the process of putting together a news show is deciding which stories

to cover.  Often, reporters will sit together and pitch ideas; that is, they brainstorm
many different stories that might be covered.  Follow this process with your small group;
tune out distractions and pay close attention to what your group members are saying.  Write
down the ideas that are shared; you will choose your personal writing assignment from the
group’s brainstormed list.

Work with your group to choose texts that could be presented as a hard news or feature news
TV news story.  They must be from a text that we have read this year.

Possible Text Kind of News Story
(hard news, feature

story, weather, sports,
health, science)

Connection to Concept of Change
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Each group member is responsible for picking one of these options to write and report.
Within your group, at least one story must be hard news and one must be feature news.

The text that I’m choosing to report (anchor) is

_________________________________________________________

GROUP PLANNING:Throughout this project you must participate in each of the following

roles: director, anchor, on-the-scene reporter, and interviewee. Below is a list of the four
roles and their responsibilities throughout the news story.  Everyone will be involved with a
role during each story.

Director: leading group discussions and rehearsals, keeping group on task, ensuring
all elements (visuals, interviews, etc.) are included, making sure that the story flows with the
entire newscast with an introduction and conclusion

Anchor: planning, writing, and reporting the news story, typing a final draft of YOUR
news story/interview, including explanation of visual images

OntheScene & Interviewee:practicing and roleplaying the interview from the
script provided by the anchor of that story

When I am the… The subject of the news story will be…

Director

Anchor

On-the-Scene
Reporter

Interviewee
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Embedded Assessment 2.2 Prewrite
Individual Planning & Drafting: PART I

ANCHOR:Each group member is responsible for planning, writing, and reporting his or her

own news story; this is when you will be the ANCHOR. Complete the chart below about the
news story you are anchoring.

Who

What

When

Where

Why

How

Your group will plan the delivery of your news story. For example, how will you simulate the
clip of the interview that is part of your presentation? What visuals will you use to help convey the
story? The director is in charge of putting the plan into writing, but the whole group should
contribute to the discussion. Your draft must include an interview, visuals, headlines, and an
anchor story.

➔ Complete the following graphic organizers for the story you will be anchoring.

The Point of the News Story
What big idea, or message, do you want to present through your news story?

What is your purpose in reporting the story (to inform, entertain, or persuade)?

What will you do to achieve your purpose?
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Visual Images
What graphics will you use? (maps, charts,

photos, etc.)
What is the information that your graphic

supports?

The Interview
Name of interviewee: Name of on-the-scene reporter:

Whom will you interview (a witness to the
event, a “man-on-the-street” who

represents a general opinion, an expert in
the field, and so on)?

What part of the story will you clarify or
explain through the interview?

What will you write in the lower third? How
will you represent the lower  third in your

presentation (computer graphics,
nametags, label a desk, etc.)?

Where will the reporter and interviewee
be set up during the presentation?

❏ I have given the interviewee and reporter the questions and
answers.
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Embedded Assessment 2.2 Prewrite
Individual Planning & Drafting: Part II

DIRECTOR:
Have you verified that the following elements are included in the news story? Check them off
as you are planning. Specifically, how are they included? Explain how you will incorporate each
element.

❏ Visuals:
❏ Interview:
❏ Introduction:
❏ Transitions:
❏ Conclusion:

ONTHESCENE REPORTER:
❏ Who wrote this interview?
❏ What is the main idea of this news story?

❏ Who are you completing this interview with?
❏ Copy your ‘script’ here by listing the interview questions and answers:

Q A

INTERVIEWEE:
❏ Who wrote this interview?
❏ What is the main idea of this news story?

❏ Who are you completing this interview with?
❏ Copy your ‘script’ here by listing the interview questions and answers:

Q A
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